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Schoolis backin sessiomerein the
US, andthis hascausedneto think
aboutthe classesn which | learned
the most.For me,handson learning
beatbook (ormagazinepr Internet)
learningeverytime. ItOsa similar %
situationin audio.Thereis just no |

substitutefor havingthe ability to
see,touch,fiddle with, andlistento
any productyou'reconsidering.

This wasbroughtforcibly hometo
me at the CESthis pastJanuaryin
the SymposiumAcousticsroom. A
passing encountevith Marc
Mickelsonendedwith the command,

Symposium Acoustics Ultra Platform...

"YouOllwantto getto the Review Summary
Symposiunroom. Their demois a Sound "Insertion of the Symposium products brought
knockout."| turnedtail andheaded an overall increase in focus to all aspects of
right over.Symposium("'Beter my system." "The noise floor was certainly
Bizlewicz wasdemonstratindnis Iowere_d‘.‘ and "dynamics were also improved."
mechanicaleneravdampin "Surprisingly enough, the loudness level
gydamping seemed to increase by a dB or so -- perhaps
platforms,shelvesfootersandrack due to the lower noise floor." "Images were
with a Naim CD player,Emotive well rounded and more sharply defined."
Audio electronicsand Spendor "Everything seemed to click into place."
speakersThedemoconsistedf Features The Svelte Shelf is "made of two sheets of
playing amusictrackonce,andthen constrained-layer-damped polished stainless

steel of differing thicknesses, with a foam
'heat-sink' core sandwiched between." "The
Ultra Platform is much more impressive. It

againwith two smallSvelte Shelves
in place.Thebeforeandafter

differenceswere easyto hear,and measures 3 1/2" thick and is made of the two
very muchin the realmof sonic dissimilarly thick constrained-layer-damped,
improvementsAnotherpartof the polished anodized-aluminum, but now theyOre

bonded to multiple 'impedance-matched'
layers and a textured, monogrammed foam
'heat-sink' core.”

demowasto tap on thesideof the
CD player,then,with the Svelte

Shelfremovediapagain.The Use "Symposium lists placement options as under

meChan'Cabnergyd'Ss'pat'on digital components, turntables, preamps,
propertiesof the Svelte Shelivere loudspeakers, line conditioners, and amplifiers
immediatelyapparentThink "thunk, -- ergo, any component that might benefit
thunk" versus'bang,bang,"even from vibration control.”

with equipmentassolidly built as Value "IOnwilling to bet that once youOveassembled
NaimAe a system of synergistically compatible gear,
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TN INS U,

adding SymposiumQsvibration-control pieces

~ will give you most, if not all, of the benefits
Thanksto PeterOspectaculademo I've heard and help each piece sound its very

of hissmall Svelte ShelfGdamping best."

and purifying abilities,SoundStage!

inquiredaboutreviewingit. His responsavasto bundleoff a few Svelte Shelveandan
Ultra Platform formeto evaluate.

Description

The Svelte ShelisnOtmposing,but then, it isnOtlesignedo be. Thoughmeasuringa scant
5/8" thick, it doeslook classy.ltOsnadeof two sheetof constrainedayerdamped,
polishedstainlesssteelof differing thicknesseswith a foam"heatsink" coresandwiched
between Thethicker sideis laserengravedvith SymposiumQsgo, andit is the onethat
shouldfacethe pieceof equipmentlt comesn a variety of sizesandprices,dependingn
your needs-- from $149 USD(8" x 10", no Couplers}o $449 (19"x 24" including four
PrecisionCouplers).Symposiumiists placemenbptionsasunderdigital components,
turntables preamps|oudspeakerdine conditionersandamplifiers-- ergo,any component
that mightbenefitfrom vibration control.

The Ultra Platform ismuchmoreimpressivelt measure8 1/2"thick andis madeof the
two dissimilarlythick constrainedayerdampedanodizedaluminumsheetsput now
theyOrdondedto multiple "impedancematched'layersanda textured,monogrammed
foam"heatsink" core.Figuring out which endis up with the Ultra Platform isself-evident-
- all you needdo isbe ableto readthe logo, or checkout SymposiumGaformative product
literature.The Ultra Platform alsacomesin a variety of sizes,andis recommendedbr use
underdigital or analogdevicespreampsand poweramps-- which is how | usedthereview
sample.Ultra Platform stocksizes(Symposiumalsomakescustomsizes)are19" x 14", 19"
x 18",19" x 21", and 19" x 24". Pricing rangesrom $599 t0$899 in$100 incrementper
size.Symposiuncancreatecustomsizesof the Ultra Platform andSvelte Shelf.

Includedwith boththe Svelte Shelf
andthe Ultra Platform are
Symposium'siew Precision
Couplers.Thesearelargerthantheir
predecessorgjrcular,and madeof
7075 aircraftaluminum.Theyhave,
accordingto Symposium,'a
hardnessimilar to mostmetal
equipmentchassisyital for efficient
mechanicatoupling." Theyarealso
machinedto be ultra flat to make
bettercontactwith the chassisand
platform. Eachhasa holedrilled and
threadedn the centerto allow you
to join two togethemechanicallyif
you havea needfor anextralarge
footer. In comparisorto Symposium'slderLarge Couplerswhich weresmallerand
rectangulain shapethe new PrecisionCouplersreportedlydrainmoreenergyawayfrom
the equipmenthassisand seemto makefor a morestablemount.

...and Svelte Shelf

Review system
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The systeminto which | insertedthe SymposiunSvelte ShellandUltra Platform includecda
VPI HW19 Mk IV turntablewith ButternutAudio-modified RegaRB300tonearmand
ClearaudicAurum BetaS cartridge,a Marantz8260CD/SACD player,anda Panasonic
DVF-65 CD/DVD-A/DVD-V player.Electronicswerean Audio ResearclSP16preamp
togetherwith a Bryston4BSSTpoweramp.Speakersvere MagneparMG1.6/QRs.
Interconnectsvere mainly Alpha-Core TQ2, with sets ofHarmonicTechnologyPro Silway
Mk Il andDH LabsBL-1 aroundfor swappingpurposesSpeakercablesverealsofrom
Alpha-Core, a biwire setof MI2.

Everythingbut the powerampsaton aTargetTT3 rackO$1DF shelvesor homemade
sandboxesnd GoldenSoundDH conesandsquaresTheBrystonampsaton asandbox
atopa graniteslabover four Toneconesl placedsmallSymposiumSvelte Shelvesn topof
the SACD player,DVD-A player,and,usingSymposiumO8ouplerssuppliedwith the
Svelte Shelveghe preamp-- a necessaryprecautiono ensurdts tubesgetproper
ventilation.

A Svelte Shelind Ultra Platform alsaeplacedhe shelvesof my Targetrackat various
points,andl'll talk abouteachseparately.

Beginning with the Svelte Shelf

Initially, | useda Svelte Shelindermy CD/SACD playerandthenmy preampin placeof
the MDF shelfthat normallysitsin my Targetrack.While | foundthat theeffectwas
similar, I experiencea smallbut significantincreasen the level of changewith the Svelte
Shelfbeneatimy Audio Researclpreamp perhapgdueto the preamp’'dubesbeingmore
susceptiblgo vibrationthanthe componentsisedin thedigital player.All observations
below aremadewith the Svelte Shelinderthe preamp Given my druthers|Ochave
preferredto heara Svelte Sheluinderboth preampandCD player.

In the openingcut of JazzParty In SteredClassicRecords/Columbi&S 8127], Duke
Ellington useda plethoraof percussionnstrumentsTheseinstrumentsiogetherwith those
of his band,easilyspanthe low-, mid-, andhigh-frequencyrangesWith the Svelte Shelin
placeunderthe preamp gachandeveryoneof thoseinstrumentsfrom tympanito
vibraphoneto trianglesthroughbrassandreedswasmorerealistic sounding.Fromthe
initial noteto the lastvestigeof its harmonicsall the soundwastherefor meto enjoyin a
morecompletemannetthanlOdeverheardbeforetheinsertion ofthe Svelte Shelf.

Oftenisolation/dampingroductslessemoise,making fora backgroundhat'smoreblack. |
got a pretty fair ideaof how well the SvelteShelf handledthis aspectvhile listeningto one
of my favoritediscs, AndyMcCloudOBluesFor Bighead[MapleshadeCD 07832].The
noisefloor wascertainlylowered,which in turn allowedmeto appreciatdetterthe give-
and-take"conversation'betweenMcCloud anddrummerVictor Lewis at theintro of the
title tune.SteveNelsonOgibeshad moreshimmer tathem, withseeminglyless distortion
gettingin the way of their transientsandharmoniclines. Therewasalsoa tad morefullness,
alongwith a deepermoredetailed woodiertonefrom McCloudOs acousti@ssAll of this
wasnOearthshaking butit wasnoticeableWith the clearer cleanerbassline, ambientcues
were moreeasilydiscernedaswell.

Dynamicswerealsoimproved.With less ofthe musicalsignal'senergylost to vibration,
moreof the dynamic,live soundembeddedn the musicwasallowedto play throughthe
speakersAnd, surprisinglyenough theloudnesdevel seemedo increaseoy adB or so--
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perhapgueto the lower noisefloor. Thedrumson theSteveDavis ProjectOdisc Quality of
Silence[DMP SACD-04], for instance explodedfrom my speakersvith far moresnapand
clarity thanIOveheardpreviously.The brassyring of his cymbalwork, whetherthe cymbals
werewell hit or softly tappedwasdepictedwith morelifelike woodenstick-hitting-brass
accuracythanlOdpreviouslyheard.The harmonicsof thosesoundswaftedoff into infinity.

Everythingseemedo click into place.Imageswere well roundedand moresharplydefined.
At the endof thesong"Hi-De-Ho" off thealbumBlood, Sweat& Tears3 [Mobile Fidelity
UDSACD 2013],leadsingerDavid Clayton Thomasis joined by achoir. OncelOdnserted
the Svelte Shelf] noticedthat notonly could | identify moreeasilywhereeachsingerin the
choir waslocated,but | could alsodifferentiatebetterbetweemmale andfemalemembers,
somethinghat hadpreviouslybeenlost in the sonicshuffle.

Thoughnot an areatargetedor improvementoy Symposiumyocalswererenderednore
believablyrealwith the Svelte Shelfin my systemFemalevocalsespeciallywhose
distortionsin any form areeasilydiscernedwere morerealisticallyreproducedAllison
Krausshasan etherealjuality to her voicethat waggiven freer rein to blossomwith the
Svelte Shelin place.l reveledin hersingingon"WhenYou Say NothingAt All* (Now
That IOvdé~oundYou[RounderSACD 116610325%6]). | couldgeta bettersenseof the
fragile, tremblingquality that make¥rausssucha specialsinger.

Male voicesalsohadan extraquotientof realnessTheagingprocesshasnot beenkind to
the voice of JohnPrine.All theyearsbeersandcigarettegnotto mentiona seriousbout
with throatcancer)haveleft PrineOsoiceless ofthe whisky-stainedyet-still -supple
instrumenthe commandedn his youngerdays.But, with the Svelte Shelin place,l could
betterenjoywhat heOdoing on hislatestalbum,Fair & Square[Oh Boy RecordsOBR-
034] to compensatéor thoseyearsof abuseandhow well he still manageso hit all the
noteshetriesto reach.

Goin' Ultra

Theincreasdn enjoymentaffordedme by theSvelte Shelimnademe eagerto hearwhatthe
moresophisticatedand expensivelUltra Platform would addSoout wentthe sandbox
undermy Brystonpowerampandin wentthe Ultra Platform.

To makea long story short, lheardanotheroundof improvementsbut this time a few
somewhamoresurprising onesYou see,l figuredthat asolid-stateampwouldnObenefit
asmuchfrom mechanicagroundingandvibration control asa tube preamp Showswhat |
know.

The quiet quotienwasratchetedup anothenotchor two, andthe clarity of instrumental
lines wasmuchgreater WhenJohnPrineflubs theopeningguitar line atthe beginning of
"ThatOF he Way That The World GoesRound,"from his LP BruisedOrange[Asylum 6E
139], heturns tothe bandmembergo joke aboutit. | could hearthis misstepbetter,aswell
astell whenhe wasfacingthe mike, orturning away.The sonicdifferencesbetweerPrineOs
acousticguitar andthat of SteveGoodmanwere alsomademoreidentifiable.

This tiesin closelywith theloweringof thenoisefloor. Listeningto a full symphony
orchestrgplaying atfull tilt, suchasduringMussorgsky'sRicturesat an Exhibition[Classic
Records/RCALSC-2201], canbedisappointingif a murky sonicpictureis presentedWhat
shouldbe easilyheardasdiversegroupsof instrumentglaying togethecanbe distilled into
a muddled mess #achsectionis not allowedto presentits own uniquesoniccontribution.
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With the Ultra Platform undethe poweramp,| couldfollow whicheversectionof the
orchestrd choseandasfar asl wanted.

Soundssoft toloud, andthe individual shadingoetweenthosepoints, wereimprovedthanks
to the Ultra Platform. IslippedMike OldfieldO§ ubular Bells 2003[WarnerMusic SpainR9
60204]into the DVD-A player.During the conclusionto sideone,whenthetubularbells
areintroducedthejumpin level betweerthem andhe surroundingnstrumentsvas
startling.As well, thevariationsin loudness betweenstrumentsvereimpressive.

| canOsayfor sureif the Ultra Platformaddedany additionalextensiorto the bassl was
hearing-- my Maggiesonly go downto about40Hz-- butit sureseemedo. | do knowthe
textureandclarity of what| heardwasimproved.PaulChambershassline atthe beginning
of Kind of Blue [ClassicRecords/Columbi&S 8163] wasmucheasierto follow andhad
betterdefinition.

The Ultra PlatformOability to increasehe perceptionof air, detail, dynamicsand
smoothnessvasillustratedto me playing theLP versionof CarmenMcRaeO€armenSings
Monk [RCA/Novus3086-1-N]. Thelive cuts,especiallywere moreenjoyablethanksto a
betterappreciatiorof the sizeof the venuewherethis concertwasrecorded The Great
AmericanMusic Hall). Becausehe Ultra Platform getsvibrationout of the musicOway,
Larry WillisOspianowasallowedto comeacrossasthe large,percussivenstrumentit is. It
just seemedo flow from my speakers.

A classicalquintetrecordedn an ambientatmospherés a realchallengefor an audio
systemto capturecorrectly.My SACD copy of MozartOString Quintets asplayedby the
Fine Arts Quartetwith Yuri GandelsmaiffLyrinx LYR 2214], wassuperblyreproduced
thanksto theinsertion ofthe Ultra Platform. Eactof thefive musiciansoccupiedhis or her
own uniqueacousticspace separatg/et connectedEachinstrumentwasclearlyrendered,
faithful to its own sonicsignature For me, soundstagingsnO#a prerequisitefor listening
enjoymentBut, if theinformationis includedonthe recording,donOyou wantto hearit? |
do. TheUltra Platform gaveame a betteropportunityto do so.

Comparison

In comparisorto what| havebeenusingto control vibration,the Symposiumproductswere
distinctly better.Noneof my admittedlyhomemadesandboxesould controlanddissipate
vibrationwith anywherenearthe succes®f eitherthe Svelte Shelbr the Ultra Platform,
togetheror separatelylt wasnG¢venclose.The Symposiunmproductstook what hadbeena
very enjoyablesystemandratchetedhings up intoa morelifelike one,andthatOsvhat|
want out of my system.Plus,my homemadesandboxeslidnOtook anywherenearasgood
asthe Symposiunproducts.If we havea chanceto makeour systemdook good, forspouse
approvalor whateverwe should.

| tried usingboth my homemadesandboxesindthe Symposiumproductstogetherput |
found that theSymposiumproductson theirown createda morelifelike renditionof the
musicthanany combinationwith my sandboxesMaybethatO®ecausehe sciencebehind
them andtheir build quality areleaguesaheadof anything Icando. Ormaybemy efforts
just werenOthat good tdeginwith. When| consideredhe level of improvedsonics
providedby theSymposiunmproductsalone,it becamea no-brainerto usethem solo.

School days
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In productliterature,Symposiumlays claim to numerousbenefitsgainedby usingeitherthe
Svelte Shelbr Ultra Platform, orboth. Frommy listening,bothdo, indeedmeetthose
claims,with varyingdegree®f successlf | hadto useonly oneword to definemy overall
findings, that wordwould befocus Insertionof the Symposiumproductsbroughtan overall
increasdn focusto all aspectof my system.Onecould,as Symposiumhasdonein
literature,breakthat termdownin numeroussmallerareasput the overall effectstill comes
backto focus.

No tweakshouldbe your first purchase- your moneyis betterspentbuilding the system
itself. But IOmwilling to betthat onceyouOvassembled systemof synergistically
compatiblegear,addingSymposiumOsbration-control pieceswill give you most,if notall,
of the benefitsl've heardandhelp eachpiecesoundits very best.SymposiumproductscanOt
turn a sowOearinto a silk purse.Theywill, however,allow any pieceof equipmentwith
which they areusedto revealitself morefully for whatit is. Theyremoveveils, cleanthe
sonicwindow, shinemorelight ontothe music,focusthe proceedingsanddo whateveany
otheraudioclichZyou choosdo useindicates.

Symposium'sSCES democertainlypiquedmy interest,but my firsthandexperiencewith the
Svelte Shelfand Ultra Platform haveanademe a believer.My systemhasneversoundedso
good.

...JohnCrossett

johnc@soundstage.com

Symposium Acoustics Ultra Platform and Svelte Shelf

Prices: Ultra Platform, $599 t&#899 USDdependingn size;Svelte Shelf$149 to
$449 eachdependingon size Customsizesavailable.

Warranty: Lifetime.

SymposiumAcoustics
1209 Pined.akeDrive W
Wayne,New Jersey
Telephone(973)616-4787
Fax:(973)616-7848

E-mail: info@symposiumusa.com
Website:www.symposiumusa.com
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