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| wasvery impresseavith
Symposium'dJitra Platform and
Svelte Shelfpoth of which |
reviewedlast month Both lowered
the noiselevel of my electronicsand
allowedcleanemusicto flow from
my speakersAlong with the Svelte
ShelfandUltra Platform,
SymposiumOBeterBizlewicz kindly
includeda trio of eachof his
Rollerblock Series2+ and
RollerblockJr. ver. 1.1 footers.
Given the sonicimprovementgas
opposedo simplechanges)Od
achievedvia the Ultra Platform and
Svelte Shelf] wantedto give
Symposium'sRollerblocksan Symposium Rollerblock Series 2+...
opportunityto demonstratevhetherthey couldaccomplisnthe sameresults.

SYMPOSIUM
ROLLERBLOCK

Rollerblocks,whetherthe Series2+ or the Jr.ver. 1.1s,areball-in-cup designs createtb,

as Symposiumputsit, "coupleand decouple"your equipmentrom the surfacetheyOre
sitting on. Theydo thisby floating the equipmenin bearingsvhile still beingmechanically
coupledto whattheysupport. Symposiurfeelsthat themechanicatoupling tothe footer
improvesthe opportunityfor vibrationto be transferredut of the equipmentandinto the
footer -- awayfrom anywheret cangumup themusicalworks.

TheRollerblockSeries2+ is a small, blackanodizedrectangulametalblock with a special
vibration-absorbingmaterialinsertedinto a honeycombimatrix embeddednto the bottom.
Eachblock is madeof aircraftgrade7075aluminumalloy. Thetop of the block hasa highly
polishedsphericaldepressionthat looksseparatdutis, in fact,a contiguouspartof the
block. In it sitsanultra-hard precisiontungstencarbidebearing.Eachbaseis laseretched
with Symposium'$ogo on oneside.A trio costs $399 USD.

TheRollerblockJr. 1.1 comprises.
pair of roundblackanodized
aluminumpiecespneeachfor

placemenbn theshelfandunderthe
equipmentwith circulardepressions -
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centeredn each,anda chromium
steelball to sit in the semicircle.The
Jr. 1.1 alsocomeswith athreaded
hole tappeddeadcentertopside,so
it canbe attachedo any
componentghat usel/4-20 screws ...and Rollerblock Jr. Ver. 1.1

or be connectedo anotherdr. 1.1 if additionalheight isneededTheJr. 1.1sareetched
aroundthe cup depressiorwith the company'sand product'snamesThe Jr. 1.1sslidein at
$169 persetof three.Both sets ofRollerblockscomewith comprehensivenformationand
setupsheetghat putsomeelectronicsowner'smanualgo shamelmpressive.

TheRollerblockSeries2+ footerswere moreeffectiveat their job thanthe Jr. 1.1s,though
not by ahugemargin.The Series2+ offers morefreedomof movemeniaswell asbetter
vibrationdrainage How do | know this? | listened.| comparedoth Rollerblocks together
and separatelyto the varioussizedGoldenSoundsDH conesandsquaresg useundermy
Marantz8260 SACDplayerand Audio ResearctSP16preampl tried eachsetunderboth
componentsandl endedup preferringhe Series2+ underthe preamp-- tubes,you know--
andthe Jr.1.1lunderthedigital player.It wasa bit disconcertingat first to feel my
equipmentmoveso easilyat eventhe slightesttouch.But, becauseachcomponenguickly
settlesbackto a neutralposition,it soonbecamea non4issue. Andoecausehis is exactly
one of the benefitsSymposiumdesignedhe Rollerblocksto have,l waspleasedo see
reality equalpromise.

Symposiummakesa numberof sonicclaimsfor the Rollerblocks,including lowering
distortion;addingmoreair, detail,and harmonicrichnessjncreasinghe sizeof the
soundstagetighteningbass; an@nhancingnidrangepresencel canOsaythat | achievedall
of the claimedbenefits but the biggestimprovement noticedwasa lesseningf artificial
warmth,in the form of anincreasean fullnessanddetail. RobertEarl KeenOSACD reissue
of A Bigger Piece of the Sky [Koch RecordsKOC-SC-9807]wasilluminating in this regard.
With the DH conesin placeunderthe preamp KeenOsocalswere clear, but a bit thicker
soundingthanreality would dictate. Theywere alsosetbackinto the soundstagenoreon
par with theinstrumentsf the band.Replacingthe DH coneswith the Rollerblock Series
2+ footerstightenedup thevocalsnoticeablyand broughtthem forwardoutin front of the
soundstagewhich wasnow morespatiallydefined.Theyalsobroughtbettertonal balance
to the guitars,greaterclarity to the cymbals,and,a clearermoredefined-- thoughnotany
deeper- bass.Thoughthe RollerblockJr. 1.1 footersaccomplishedomewhasimilar
results,theseimprovementsvere subtly but clearly morenoticeablevia the Series2+
Rollerblocks.

| alsonotedthat eithersetof Rollerblocks,but especiallythe Series2+, helpedto increase
the clarity of the entiremusicalpresentationWilliam TopleyOtatestCD, Sea Fever
[WarnerBrothers493822], wasa casein point. Thetitle cut containssometastyacoustie
and electric-guitar work by formerDire StraitOfeadmarMark Knopfler. With either
Rollerblocksundermy equipmentpothinstrumentsoundednorereal. The acousticguitar
in particulardisplayedan organicwholenesghat madesuspending disbeliefasierto
accomplishAgain, by wayof contrastthe DH conesoverlaidthe presentatiowith a
slightly artificial senseof warmththat robbedhe soundof its pristine pureness.

A cleanerclearertop endwasanotherbenefitof usingthe Rollerblocksundermy
equipmentPlayingMike OldfieldOsipdateof his classic,Tubular Bells 2003 [Warner
StrategicMarketingR9 60204],1 heardmorepreciseandextendedreble,asthe
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reproductionof the tubularbells demonstrated=romthe initial crackof thetransientall the
way throughthe last vestigesof harmonicinformationwatfting into the soundstagethe
soundwastruly lovely - not coloredlovely in anyway | couldrecognize put true-to-life
lovely. Andthe combinationof SvelteShelvesand Ultra Platform togethewith the
Rollerblockspeeledanotheldayeror two of scrim off the music,increasingocusevenmore.

Are SymposiumRollerblocksworth the cos® | certainlythink theyare.In comparisorto
their competition,they comein reasonablyriced,they arevery well made,andtheyinclude
superbannotationWhile the Series2+ Rollerblocksdid a betterjob of isolatingand
floating my gear,theJr. 1.1swill getyou about5% of the way therefor abouthalf the cost.
Both lived up toSymposiumOslaim that mechanicatoupling, combineavith freedomof
movementoffersan effectiveway to draingearof andisolateit from unwantedvibration.|
wasmorethana little pleasedwvith the changes- nay,improvements- Rollerblocks
wroughtin my system.

Try SymposiumQanswerto the problemof vibration.| doubtyou'll return‘em.

...John Crossett

johnc@soundstage.com

Symposium AcousticsUIltra Platform and Svelte Shelf

Prices: Rollerblock Series2+, $399 USDper setof three;RollerblockJr. Versionl.1,
$169 persetof three.

Warranty: Lifetime.

SymposiumAcoustics
1209 Pined.akeDrive W
Wayne,New Jersey
Telephone(973)616-4787
Fax:(973)616-7848

E-mail: info@symposiumusa.com
Website: www.symposiumusa.com
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